
Extreme Earth Knowledge Organiser – Summer 2nd 

Lower Key Stage 2 – Forest Academy 

Key Vocabulary 
 

cumulonimbus 
cloud  

Large thunderstorm clouds. 

erupt  To suddenly burst out causing lava to explode out 
of the earth’s surface. 

fossils  The remains of plants or animals that lived a long 
time ago which can be found deep in the earth. 

magma  Extremely hot, liquid rock. 
tectonic plates  The earth’s crust is made up of large areas called 

tectonic plates that join together. 
 

Layers of Earth 
 

 
 

The Earth is made up of many rocky layers. The solid, outer layer is called 
the crust. Below the crust lies a layer of very hot, almost solid rock called 

the mantle. Beneath the mantle lies the core. The outer core is a liquid 

mix of iron and nickel, but the inner core is solid liquid. Sometimes, hot 
molten rock, called magma, bursts through Earth’s surface in the form of a 
volcano. 

 

 

 
 

Fossils 
 

When an animal or plant dies, it usually 
decays quickly. Dead animals are often eaten. 
Sometimes, though, an animal’s body sinks 
into thick mud. The mud contains no air so the 
remains don’t decay. Animals can’t disturb the 
remains. 
 
Here the remains may rest for thousands or 
even millions of years. Over time, more mud 
presses down on the remains. Minerals 
dissolved in the mud turn the remains to 
stone. These remains are called fossils and 
they give scientists clues about what life was 
like on our planet. 
 

How are fossils formed? 

 



 

 


