
Upper Key Stage Two Forest and Elveden Academy 
Knowledge Organiser: South America 

 I am learning to…… 
 Describe the physical geography of different climate zones; Rainforest belts. 
 To understand the process of Deforestation.  
 Develop an understanding of an ancient civilisation. Incas.  

Key Vocabulary: 
Amazon River The world’s second largest river arises in the Andes 

and runs East towards the Atlantic. 4000 Miles Long.  
Andes A mountain range running along the Western 

side of South America. 
Atlantic Ocean An Ocean between the Americas and Europe. The 

Second largest in the world.  
continent A discrete area of land which is both large and 

continuous that is separated by a body of water. 
There are 7 in the world. Europe, Asia, South 

America, North America, Australasia, Antarctica, 
Africa.  

Deforestation The cutting down of trees in large areas of the 
rainforest.  

Pacific Ocean An Ocean between the Americas and Asia. The 
largest Ocean in the world.  

 Southern hemisphere The half of the Earth which is below the Equator 

Deforestation: Amazon Rainforest. 

Deforestation is the clearing, or cutting down, of forests. 
The word is normally used to describe the actions of 

humans in removing forests from the planet, rather than 
destruction caused by such natural events as hurricanes. 

People have been cutting down trees for thousands of 
years. In the Amazon Rainforest this is causing a problem 
because it is reducing the amount of trees, which in turn 

reduces the amount of Oxygen in the atmosphere. 
Deforestation can also cause landslides. 

Geography. South American and Rainforest Belts. 
 

South America is 
the fourth largest 
continent in size 

and the fifth largest 
in population. It is 

located primarily in 
the southern 

hemisphere. It is 
bordered by the 

Atlantic Ocean to 
the east and the 

Pacific Ocean to the 
west. The 

geography of South 
America is 

dominated by the 
Andes Mountain 
Range and the 
Amazon River 

(second longest 
river in the world). 

 
The largest South American 

country in both size and 
population is Brazil. The 
largest city is Sao Paulo, 

Brazil, which is also one of 
the ten largest cities in the 

world. 

 



 

The Incas 


