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Car & Van Hire 

Servicing, Repairs & Maintenance 
MOT Centre (Class 4, 5A & 7)     

 Offering everything from a small car up to a 7.5 T Lorry  

 

 

Book your rental vehicle online 

www.bmr-rentals.com 

Tyres: Servicing: Exhausts 

Get going with  

Brandon  
31, Putney Close 

Brandon 
Suffolk 

IP27 0PA 
Tele: 01842 812327 

Thetford 
1 Brickfields Way 

Thetford 
Norfolk 

IP24 1HX 
Tele: 01842 761265 

Free MOT’s for NHS Workers!  
 

  

 
THINKING OF SELLING? THINK MOLYNEUX 818282 

 

 
INFO@MOLYNEUXESTATEAGENTS.CO.UK   49a HIGH STREET, BRANDON IP27 0AQ  

 
If you have instructed another agent you must consider the terms and conditions of those instructions in order to avoid the possible liability of paying two commissions as well as any disbursements or 

withdrawal fees.*Minimum fee of £1500 + VAT 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
FREE Enhanced Photography   FREE Floor Plan  FREE Marketing Upgrades   FEE of 1% + VAT 
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Power to Shed Garage or Outbuilding
Normal Price £553    Now Just £400 Inc VAT

Offer includes the following:
Up to 25 meters distance from main fuse board

Consumer Unit  2 Double Sockets  1 Light Switch
A 4ft LED Light Fitting  All Cable and All Labour

*Your main fuse board must have space for a new circuit*

**This Months SPECIAL OFFER**

Qualified

We’re a family business based in Watton and we’re 
members of the Euronics Buying Group. 

That means we can offer you a great range of electrical 
products at great prices and backed with our personal 
service. 

Our spacious showroom  offers a wide range of top 
brand electrical products from Bosch, Neff, Siemens,     
Hotpoint, Beko, Blomberg, Zanussi, Samsung, Panasonic 
and Sony . 

So let us take the hassle out of your electricals shop-
ping, with our experience, advice and renowned after 
sales service.  

We offer FREE delivery of all major appliances to Bran-
don and the surrounding area. 

 

For All Your Electricals! 

www.adcocks.co.uk 

32 High Street Watton 01953 881248 

 

INTRODUCING 
BRANDON  
DAY CENTRE 
 

Do you wake up each morning knowing 
that today, like yesterday and probably 
tomorrow, will be exactly the same – 
nothing to do and no-one to talk to? 
 
If the answer is yes, Brandon Day Centre 
might be just what you are looking for. 
 
To find out more, why not get in touch? 

Day care support 
for adults of all 
ages, including 

those living with 
dementia, in a safe 

and homely 
environment 

──── 

An opportunity to 
have fun and 

socialise 

──── 

Nutritious two-
course lunch 

──── 

Varied activities 
programme 

──── 

Assisted bathing 
facilities 

Laura Edgar, Manager 

Brandon Day Centre 

Warren Close, Brandon 

IP27 0EE 

Tel: 01842 819777 

Email: 

daycare@empanda.org.uk 

Web: empanda.org.uk 

 

Join Now 
from just 

£25*
per month!

*T&C APPLY

Come and see your 
NEW and IMPROVED 
Brandon Leisure & 
Health Hub 

Amazing facilities include:
 
 Bigger & spacious gym

      Designated free weights area
      Class Studios
      Wellbeing Hub – 
      power-assisted strength equipment 
      for those over 55 

      Sport Hall - Racquet Sports Courts

      NEW changing room 

      Barleycorn Cafe
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A CARING FAMILY FUNERAL 
FIRM YOU CAN TRUST

London Road, Brandon, Suffolk, IP27 0EW 
T: 01842 810534 E: brandon@mark-skinner.org.uk

27 High Street, Lakenheath, Suffolk, IP27 9JS 
T: 01842 862777 E: lakenheath@mark-skinner.org.uk

30 Bury Road, Thetford, Norfolk, IP24 3DE 
T: 01842 752197 E: thetford@mark-skinner.org.uk

www.markskinnerfunerals.org.uk

Lauren, Mark & Sam Skinner

Our family and caring team will look after 
your loved one, like we would our own.

Award 
Winning 
Business

Memorials • Bereavement Support • Competitive Pricing 
Available 24 Hours A Day

With over 
40 Years 

Experience

“After recommendations, research showed impeccable reviews and 
very competitive prices. You were not only totally professional and so 

approachable, but treated my Dad like I felt you would your own family. 
Wouldn’t go anywhere else!” G Kent

For The Best Advice & True Costs On Funeral Plans, 

Please Ensure You Come To Us Direct – We Are Carrying Out 

Your Funeral  - So Are The Experts In This Field

Put life back into your business. 
To advertise in the Brandon Life email karen@brandonlife.co.uk or call 01842 338204.      

PAINTING &PAINTING &
DECORATINGDECORATING

• • Wallpaper SpecialistWallpaper Specialist  
• • Interior & ExteriorInterior & Exterior  

• • Free EstimateFree Estimate  
• • Friendly Reliable ServiceFriendly Reliable Service

MANGLE’S

For a free quotation For a free quotation 
call Garycall Gary

                              07931 22814307931 228143

BRANDON 
BRANDON 

BASED
BASED

Arrange your FREE estimate

760598
Unit 6 Faraday Place, Thetford, IP24 3RG

Carpet       Vinyl
Luxury Vinyl Tiles

thetfordcarpetwarehouse.co.uk

BRANDON LIFE
TO ADVERTISE IN THE BRANDON LIFETO ADVERTISE IN THE BRANDON LIFE

CONTACT KAREN ON CONTACT KAREN ON 01842 01842 338204338204 OR   OR  
EMAIL karen@brandonlife.co.ukEMAIL karen@brandonlife.co.uk

Deadline for next issue 12th October 2022  for Deadline for next issue 12th October 2022  for 
publication on Friday 21st October 2022publication on Friday 21st October 2022

IT’S THE POST!

Qualified local electricians who cater for ALL types of electrical work 
and take great pride and satisfaction in everything they do:

• New consumer units fitted and tested (Replacement of fusebox)
• Mains smoke, heat and carbon monoxide alarms fitted

• Supply and fit efficient electric heating (Replacement of storage heating)
• Voltage Optimisation for reduced energy costs

• LED lighting & Power for lofts, garages & outbuildings
• Additional BT and TV outlets provided
• Cookers and water heaters repaired

• Issue of certification and Part P notification where required
Call Brunning Electrical Services for a prompt service anytime. All 

hours and days are covered for emergencies and surveys.

Tel: 0800 542 0424 Mobile: 07737 698 117

MADE TO MEASURE
• Custom Made Curtains • Curtains 

Shortened  
• Fabric Samples Provided • Roman Blinds 

• Cushions  

 Call Dena on  07842 110 240

KEVIN J CHAPMAN
CARPENTER & JOINER

FOR FITTING DOORS WINDOWS KITCHENS
STAIRS AND MUCH MORE

WHICH CAN ALSO BE SUPPLIED OR CUSTOM MADE
TEL: 01842 878474 MOB: 07795 024580

E MAIL: kjcjoiners@gmail.com
WEB PAGE: kjcjoiners.com

30

FLINT/STONEWORK • EXTENSIONS • CONSERVATORY BASES
ROOF REPAIRS • GARDEN WALLS • PATIOS • BLOCK PAVING

BETTS of BRANDON ltd
All types of fencing and gates supplied and 

fitted.
Decking, wall and hedge removal for boundary 

clearance, heritage sectional buildings.
01842 811003  sheddieb@aol.com

Dear reader,

The magazine was all finished and ready to go to print when the 
very sad news that our wonderful Queen has passed away was 
announced.
I’m sure, like Roy and I, there are many of you that feel this 
as a personal loss and through the magazine we would like to 
express our condolences to the Royal family and I am sure your 
thoughts, like ours, will be with them at this sad time.
It is difficult to put into words just how much the Queen meant 
to us. She was an inspiration with her hard work, dedication and 
love for this country.
You will be sadly missed Ma'am. RIP.
God save the King.
Karen and Roy Brame. 

Dear Karen
The dog waste bin from the end of St. Stephen’s Crescent where 
it joins St. Benedict’s Road, vanished overnight so I went along 
to Brandon Town Council to ask when it would be replaced. 
The answer was short. “Never”. The dog-waste bins are being 
phased out. In future we are to put our little bags in our own 
bins instead. As we are instructed not to put babies nappies in 
the brown bin I expect dog waste is similarly classified so that 
leaves the black bin and landfill once every fortnight. Sadly, I 
feel that this will lead to people not picking-up after their dogs, 
or, if they do, flinging the bag into the nearest bush. I presume 
that this is another aspect of ‘cost cutting’ by the council.
Judy & Lionel Rowe.
Responsible dog owners.

Dear Karen, 
Macmillan Coffee/Tea Party –31 August.
I would like to thank all my friends, neighbours and family who 
came and supported me in fund raising for this special cause.  I 
am delighted to report that £260.70 was raised. 
Thank you all once again.
Janet Leech.

CHRIS ALLEN
PAINTER & DECORATOR

LOOKING FOR SMALL INTERNAL WORKS
FREE ESTIMATES

MOBILE: 07979640466
EMAIL: cpallendec1@outlook.com

THE BRANDON & DISTRICT GARDEN 
CLUB – AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2022

The meeting held on the 22nd August opened with a welcome 
to members and guests from Katy Loxton, Chair, who thanked 
everyone who helped in any way for and at our successful 
Annual Flower Show in July, but especially Ann and Carol, who, 
as always, worked splendidly providing refreshments for all the 
people who came to see the Show and then stayed for tea and 
cakes, a chat, and then the Show Results, Auction and Raffle.   
Katy then went on and discussed several subjects that she 
thought the members might be interested in. Ray Pearce, who did 
a really great job as our Show Organiser, also thanked the helpers 
and then went on to say that the Show Entry money had been 

Continued on page 6
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Report By Victor Lukaniuk 
Town, District and County Councillor
A personal opinion

BRANDON
TAXIS

7 DAYS A WEEK
4 & 7 SEATERS WITH WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

07506 983514
www.brandontaxis.co.uk

 
  

0800 136332
TTHHEE  BBEESSTT   MMOOVVEE
YYOOUU  CCAANN  MMAAKKEE

Sherwood House, Norwood Rd., Brandon, Suffolk IP27 0PB

Tel.: 01842 812165 - Fax: 01842 813051

FREE QUOTATIONS AND ADVICE

REMOVALS & STORAGE

Many of us were shocked as well as angry with the demise of 
our iconic signal box, the biggest stumbling block was that our 
friends Network Rail were refusing to communicate with us. 
At one stage they were clinging onto a scheme where it may be 
possible to dismantle the building and relocate it somewhere 
in Norfolk. Simply a pipe dream, something I maintained 
from day one. Not one solitary person or group came forward 
with a credible scheme which included any funding.

Before the diggers made their move on demolishing the signal 
box Rosemary Jacob, who is known by countless Brandonians 
(and Weetingites) as she is the proud owner of the Corner 
Shop and, may I add, ran it along with the photo shop next 
door for many successful years, has completed a superb pencil 
drawing of the signal box and the detail is breathtaking (see 
below).

Rosemary has given our Heritage Centre permission to 
utilise the image on all manner of items including tea towels, 
cups, plates etc. We at the Heritage Centre thank Rosemary 
for her kind gesture and I for one certainly look forward to 
purchasing a souvenir of our gone but not forgotten signal 
box.

Secondly, I am not the only Brandonian who has noticed that 
our Citizens Advice Bureau has failed to open after lock-down. 
I have been reliably informed that the CAB at Bury St Eds 
and Newmarket are now open five days weekly, Haverhill and 
Mildenhall are now open two days weekly. We are on a par 
with Mildenhall yet our CAB doors remain firmly closed. My 
blood was beginning to boil.

Armed with the facts, I swiftly contacted the head honcho and 
a meeting was arranged for a later date, which was sensible 
otherwise my blood vessels would have been tested to the 
limit. Apparently there seems to be a lack of volunteers who 
operate within the CAB, and that is where the problem lies. 
However I have been given an assurance that these issues 
will be resolved and a walk-in facility will be re-instated in 
Brandon, leave it with me fellow Brandonians, I will do my 

Gasmark
For all your plumbing and heating

requirements.

Heating installation, service and repair.
Bathroom design, installation and tiling

Tel: 01842 813043
Mob: 07919 447331

BRIDGE HOTEL BRANDON
TOP RATED ACCOMMODATION

TRIP ADVISOR CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE
Popular Riverside Venue for small Functions, 

Weddings etc.
PHONE 01842-338228 or 811236

Walking on Air (Hockwold)
Foot Health Professional

D.T.Byrne MCFHP MAFHP
07596 157826

Long nails, Corns, Callus, Hard Skin, Cracked Heels and 
fissures, Fungal Nails, Ingrowing Toenails as well as 

Diabetic Foot Care
(Home or Clinic visits available)

Kitty Alterations
Clothes Altered – Hems – Tapers – Suit alterations – 

Name tags – Shirts - Trousers. Smaller jobs a pleasure
Highly skilled machinist with over 25yrs experience in sewing

Mob: 07412 629789
Email: kittyalterations67@gmail.com

DIVINUS SUPPORT LTD
Offer support in your own home with personal care. 
Meal prep, Administering medication, Light housework, Sleep-ins, Laundry 

service, companionship, sit in service, Support to health appointments, to visit 
family and friends or to pamper yourself at hairdressers etc.  

For more information please phone Angie Burke.  
divinus200810@gmail.com

Tel: 01842 814059 

Established in 1989

This is added to the other Services available
MOT  Class 7- VANS/PICKUPS (Up to 3500kg)

MOT  Class 4 - CARS & CAMPER VANS
SERVICING  •  REPAIRS  •  DIAGNOSTICS •  TYRES  

EXHAUSTS • COMPUTERISED 4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT
DIESEL DIAGNOSTIC & REPAIR

!  2022 REMINDER  !

Wanted
Fair prices paid, friendly and prompt service

Old vintage bygones, automobilia, garden machinery/tools, 
garage equipment/tools

Also interested in: vehicles, motorcycles and tractors
Contact Andrew 07748 819856 robinsonstorm@gmail.com

Barn , shed / garage clearances undertaken

193841

C8011

25 Years Experience

Phone Lakenheath office on 01842 860439
Emergency? 

Contact 07979 74 74 72
Oil and Gas Boiler Servicing
Free Quotation – No Call Out Charge

Prompt, professional plumbing and heating service
Registered CORGI & OFTEC member • City & Guilds qualified

D.E.G.

donated to the Children’s playground charity organised by Mark 
Skinner and that the West Ham Coaching Staff had heard about 
us putting on a show and very kindly donated funds to cover 
our running costs,  The Committee asked Ray to give them their 
grateful thanks for the unexpected gift and to tell them we hope 
that they have a good, happy and enjoyable football season.
Katy then introduced our Speaker, Barry Gayton of Desert World, 
who really needed no introduction as he is so very well known 
locally and nationally on T.V. and Radio. Barry chatted about 
how he started his own gardening business while still at school, 
then getting employment in the gardening world, learning all the 
time, whilst also growing his own  business. Many years ago he 
bought almost 2 acres of forestry scrub land and the first thing 
he did was to build a fence to keep the rabbits and deer out. He 
then dug a pond for the wildlife, planted an orchard and various 
trees whilst building paths and designing and planting the garden. 
He built greenhouses, did roofing and was a ‘jack of all trades’ 
learning as he went along, all in his spare time! If you tune in to 
Cambridge Radio you can listen to Barry giving advice as he 
has a vast knowledge of garden and  hardy tropical plants, cacti/
succulents etc.

TABLE SHOW RESULTS:
3 Tomatoes: 1st. Zena Demeza.  2nd. Karen Nichols.  3rd. Katy Loxton.
3.Courgettes:  1st. Karen Nichols.
3 Mixed Annuals:  1st. Val Cox.  2nd. Karen Nichols          
Table Centre Arrangement:  1st. Jill Allsop.
Cooking: Apple and Blackberry Pie:  1st. Jill Alsop.

The next meeting will be held at 7.30pm on Monday, 
26th September at the Church Institute when we will be 
holding a garden quiz, so, if you need to, like I do, get 
those gardening brains brushed and polished up and 
come and join a team. We are sure to have a laugh and 
a bit of fun as we try to answer some of the questions. 
Alice 
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JOB VACANCIES
Email karen@brandonlife.co.uk

DIVINUS SUPPORT LTD
HOME CARE SUPPORT WORKERS

£10.50 to £11.50 per hour for 18 and over. Full or part time positions 
available. Mileage allowance. No experience necessary. Full training will  

be provided. 28 days holiday pro rata. Staff Pension. We are also looking for 
relief staff, divinus200810@gmail.com

Tel: 01842 814059 

 

Cage Lane, Thetford, IP24 2DT 
www.mcp-law.co.uk      T: 01842 756100 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Crime I Disputes I Employment  
Property I Wills & Probate I Family 

 Personal Injury I Company & Commercial Law 

Legal Solutions for Business and Life 

Showroom Open 7 days a week    

Windows : Doors : Conservatories

Porches and Roofline.

To arrange a free quotation ring the 
showroom on

01842 813233 or Jim on 07770806769

Opening hours 9am-5pm Weekdays

10am-4pm Saturday 10am-2pm Sunday

www.stylewindows.co.uk

The Friends of Brandon Library are 
10 years old!

 
Quiz Night ???

Tuesday 11th  October
Brandon Library

Just before the clocks go back and the  
pumpkins come out. 

Help us mark the occasion in the library for another  
fun quiz night.

Doors open 6.45 for a 7pm start.  
Teams of up to 4 people, £3 per person entry fee. 

Beverages and cake available,  
bring your own wine and nibbles.

Raffle at half time, prizes for the highest and  
lowest scoring teams.

Tables must be booked in advance either at the library 
desk or by phoning 01842 773390.

You’ll receive a warm welcome!

On 23rd July we performed at 
the Brandon Festival where our 
members, including the junior 
chorus from our last pantomime, 
did an amazing job and performed 

with lots of energy to really impress our audiences!
We gave 2 performances during the event. The first was 
a re-run of our Queen’s Platinum Jubilee performance in 
June singing and dancing to Surf’s Up, Dancing Queen 
and We Are the Champions. 
The second included more dance, expertly choreographed 
by Mia, to Beautiful Bizarre followed by a medley of songs; 
True Colours, Pure Imagination, You Will Be Found & From 
Now On.
                                 

Photo by Jean Chenery Betts
This was our summer project for this year, which meant 
we could spend more time perfecting and creating more 
pieces and routines to perform. Mia has encouraged and 
pushed our members to try new styles of performance 
from what they are used to, in preparation for our 2023 
Pantomime, Snow White! 
Going by our audience’s reaction, it was a very successful 
day!
If you have an interest in any aspect of amateur theatre, on 
stage or backstage, we would love to hear from you.
Contact Jill, our Secretary on 07985 379645 or 
shoestringsecretary@hotmail.com
Visit us on Facebook @shoestringtheatrebrandon
Or on Instagram at shoestring.theatre

W M Plumbing & Heating
01842 630004   
07956 354035

Wayne Morris
Free Quotes     No Job too small

 

 

BBRREECCKKLLAANNDD    
BBRRAASSSS  BBAANNDD  

  

CHARITY CONCERT 
 

The Carnegie  
 

Cage Lane Thetford IP24 2EA 
 

Sunday 9th October 2022 at 3.00pm 
   

   Raising funds for: - 
 

THE TRUSSELL  
TRUST FOOD BANK 

Charity registration number: 1090802 
& 

HARVEST CENTRE 
FOOD BANK 
BRANDON 

Charity registration number: 1052729 

 
Prize raffle draw and refreshments 

 
Tickets £5 / U14 £1  

On the door, subject to availability.  Don’t miss out!  
Pre-order from:-  secretarybrecklandbrass@gmail.com 

 
ALL PROFITS DONATED TO THE CHARITIES 

 
                          Sponsored by        Electrical, Watton 

TEL: 07802 701911

T

Tickets 
Adult - £5 
U14 - £1
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TMC PROPERTY RENOVATION
& ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Property renovation
Property Extension

Electrical & Plumbing
Carpentry & Building

Kitchen & Bathroom fitting
Loft Conversions

One quote for all services

Part P Registered Contractor
Trevor Cronin on 

01842 813831 OR 07761959422
 

CHASE 
TIMBER PRODUCTS

Twickenham Avenue, Brandon

01842 810507
Call today for prompt, friendly help.

THE COMPLETE FENCING SPECIALIST
Quality Fencing at Affordable Prices 

www.chasetimberproducts.co.uk

Intro ... 
Britain is in the throes of a wave of vandalism, illegal and inane 
protest groups, unions calling out their members on strikes that will 
just (in my view) lead to job losses, obscene energy rises, inflation 
and, worryingly, increases in interest rates. Since the start of the 
Covid years this country seems to have degenerated alarmingly 
and greed appears to have taken over. Now we have an uncalled-
for leader election in Parliament and Russia doing what it always 
does, snubbing its nose at the world, 
followed by China. It does not auger 
well for the future.
I am returning to vandalism and the 
crime rate as they could be solvable 
in the UK if only the police would 
get off their backsides, stop taking 
the knee, dancing in the streets, 
and start investigating these crimes, 
particularly burglaries – which they 
have all but given up on! I read a report recently that vandals had 
poured washing up liquid into a fountain in the Esplanade Gardens 
in Hunstanton and this has poisoned more than one hundred fish. I 
ask the  question ‘Why'? Is it boredom that provokes these actions? 
Or is it something more basic? 
I see gangs of youngsters strolling about Brandon as if they own 
the streets and I wonder where the parents are. Maybe they don't 
care what their offspring are doing. This may be the explanation of 
the crime in Sunny Hunny! If you look at the crime rate in London 
you will realise this a dangerous place to live. There have been 
increases in muggings, shootings (knife crime is through the roof!) 
and the Met does not seem to be able to cope with this, or even 
try to solve the problems. As for the Mayor, he has embarked on 
many initiatives in the past year, none of them related to solving this 
crime wave. 
I ask a question of Brandonians. When did you last see a bobby 
on the beat? When I worked in the Community Safety Office 
at Thetford police station the beat officers were a vital part of 
information gathering and acted as a deterrent to serious crime. 
This state of affairs needs to be corrected. Brandon has no 
Neighbourhood Watch any more as I think the local fuzz lost 
interest in it many moons ago. We no longer have a front office in 
our police station where you can go and report your concerns and, 
in these uncaring times, a new policing approach is desperately 
needed –  right now! 

Good News ...
After the doom and gloom of my Intro I have some excellent 
news about Glade- Academy: This school, where reading is a high 
priority, has been praised as ‘good' across all areas by Ofsted. 
The primary school in Brandon was recognised for its ‘ambitious 
curriculum' after an inspection by the education watchdog earlier 
this year. The Principal said she was proud of everything her team 
had achieved and, despite their journey not being easy, they had 
‘exemplified' the school's core values of respect, resilience and 
teamwork. As a past governor of this school I can confirm that I 
am not at all surprised at Ofsted's evaluation. It always was a good 
school, and I take my proverbial hat off to them.

A Personal View of 
events and happenings 
in Brandon Town (and 
further afield) by Eddie 

Stewart on behalf of 
nobody in particular but 

himself.
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Breckland Crime Crackers ...
Hate crimes in Suffolk have risen in recent years according to 
police figures – but activists have warned that the numbers could 
be far higher due to ‘significant under reporting'. So far this year 
there have been 370 hate crimes recorded 674 last year, 671 in 2020, 
and 550 in 2019 This was something we regularly tackled at Crime 
Cracker sessions. Social media have helped fuel this nefarious 
behaviour and the rise in anti-Semitism, and transgender woke 
attacks also. We always told our members that ‘hate crime' would 
increase as long as the authorities allow this to go unpunished. 
The response of the youngsters was very positive and action is 
now urgently needed to stop the media from helping to fuel this 
criminal activity by preventing the biased reporting by some of their 
broadcasters on political figures. This does not help! 

A Brave Moo-ve ... 
Firefighters had to leap into a canal near Newport, Gwent, recently 
to rescue a cow that was stuck up to its neck in the muddy water. I 
guess it was udderly soaked! 

Ludicrous ... 
The recent comments about Fengate Drove was, in my view, not 
very well thought out. Firstly, there are important businesses 
down there, and the comment that it should be flattened to build 
houses on is irresponsible. Secondly, it is of no relevance to 
Brandon as it is Norfolk. Thirdly, if this ever happened (which it 
won't), it would put even more strain on our infrastructure, clog 
up our roads and our car parks. I don't think Breckland District 
Council would take too kindly to this idea – do you? 

Fantasy News ... 
Did you hear that the seven dwarves, or should I say height-
challenged, have been told that they can now meet in a group of 
six. One of them isn't Happy! 

Potholes ... 
Although we in Brandon have not been suffering these in the 
recent hot weather the news from councils is not encouraging. 
Drivers should strap in for bumpier rides as the cost of filling 
in potholes soars, they warn motorists. Rocketing inflation and 
energy prices are hitting repair budgets. The cost of filling in one 
of these has risen by 22 per cent – largely due to Poo-tin's illegal 
invasion of Ukraine. This is according to a Local Government 
analysis, and they are usually accurate. Previously 60 per cent of 
bitumen for fixing roads came from Russia, but now this has dried 
up and councils urgently need to find other sources. Yet another 
example of the USSR failing the rest of the world. 

Finally ... 
Did you know that more than 175,000 drivers have been 
caught flouting the Blue Badge parking rules? Perhaps that's a 
consequence of there being too many disabled parking bays, plus 
the fact you can virtually get one of these if you've got a nasty case 
of athlete's foot! 
Goodbye from little old me in my new home. I am enjoying 
sunbathing at the moment, but I think my tan will soon fade if the 
predicted thunderstorms drown us. As for the Blue Badge fiasco: I 
wonder if my runny nose qualifies!

Pest & Vermin Control
– ants, beetles, crows, fleas, flies, foxes, mice, mites, moles, pigeons, 

rabbits, rats, squirrels, wasp nests.
– live catch and removal service for some creatures.

– prompt reliable 24hr service 7 days a week.

Tel/fax: 01842 879904    Mobile: 07946 733188
GSRAHAM

SMITH & SONS

 

25% discount for 
over 60’s on labour

OFFER ENDING 
OFFER ENDING SOONSOON--

Freedom Recycling Ltd 

 

 

 01842 828888 

4 yard to 40 yard skips available to hire 

                       www.freedomrecycling.co.uk 

          Friendly competitive skip hire service 

 

SPECIALISTS IN ALL TYPES OF ROOFING, 
NEW WORK & MAINTENANCE

Tile, Slate or Bitumen Roof
Chimneys Replace or Taken Down

Lead Work Undertaken  All Roofing Materials Supplied
Delivery Service if Required

Established 40 years  Sponsors of Brandon Town F.C.

01953 457545
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TOWN
Brandon 

TOPICS
Town Keepers

September is hedge 
cutting season. 
We don’t cut them 
between March and 
August inclusively, 
because we don’t 
want to disturb the 
nesting birds. We 
have several due 
to be trimmed, 
in the Orchard, 
Cemetery and Lode. 
Unfortunately, I 
managed to break 
the hedge cutter, 
exactly 45 seconds 

after firing it up, which was more than an inconvenience. I hope 
it won’t take too long to fix as I need to get back on schedule!
Finally, we picked up a hitch hiker in the Gator the other day. 
A tiny hedgehog that was sat trembling, in the middle of Bury 
Road. How she didn’t get run over is beyond me. We took her 
immediately to Karen’s Hedghogspital for a once over and she 
is now under her expert care. That’s one very lucky Hoggie 
indeed!I

The rain finally came, when I was halfway through baling the 
Churchyard  hay! Fortunately, the sun soon returned and it 
quickly dried out, 
enabling us to get 
the rest of our 
harvest in. I was 
joined by a lovely 
group of volunteers, 
and a couple of 
photographers who 
managed to capture 
the mood perfectly! 
Thank you Andrew 
Stringer and Marcus 
Leeder for the photographs!

It’s hard work raking the hay 
into piles and our two youngest 
volunteers did an amazing job! 
I hope they will come back next 
year and help, too. We also 
baled the Orchard hay and yet 
again, I got stung by a wasp after 
disturbing a nest in the ground! 
I’ve lost count of the times I’ve 
had to down tools and leg it!

Our hay is for sale. You can email 
me at brandontownkeepers@
gmail.com or visit Mark Skinners 
stall at the Thursday market to 
buy some. All proceeds will go to 

Liam’s Playground Fund.

I’ve been working with the Green Access Assistant for Suffolk 
County Council, to produce an official leaflet for the Nine Stiles 
Walk. When published, we will receive some proper glossy 
leaflets and way-marker discs which will be put in place to 
ensure the route is easy for people to follow. It will then be 
promoted on the Discover Suffolk website. There is room to 
promote two more walks, so I am also working alongside our 
lovely local history expert, Darren Norton, to produce a Heritage 
Walk for Brandon! If anyone has an idea for a third walk, please 
let me know ASAP and I will see if it can be added to the list.

Whilst re-painting the churchyard gates, we noticed that a 
couple of the finials are missing. After pondering this one night, 
when I couldn’t sleep (happens quite a lot for me these days!) I 
had an idea. I would try casting some new ones..! With the help 
of Reverend Dennis Coburn, who is far more proficient at this 
type of thing than me, we have come up with a plan to make 
the replacements out of aluminium. I’ve sourced a supply of 
suitable metal and made the flask ready to do the sand casting! 
Hopefully by the time I write my next article, I’ll be proudly 
showing off the finished product! And it will actually look like 
all the other finials.. not a melted, unidentifiable blob.. We shall 
see how it goes..!

MEATMARKET MEATMARKET 810570810570

4 BURGERS
4 KEBABS

4 SAUSAGES

£10

10 BURGERS10 SAUSAGES£14

BBQ PACKS

GATEHOUSE
PLUMBING & HEATING

T: 01842 814 198
John: 07754 133 830

contact@gatehouseplumbingandheating.co.uk



BRANDON
GARDENING
SERVICES

FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING NEEDS
MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING, TIDYING, 

CLEARANCE WORK.

ONE OFF OR REGULAR
NO JOB TOO SMALL

FRIENDLY AND RELIABLE
FREE NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATES

TEL:  07767 634108 
EMAIL: 

Andy@brandongardening.co.uk
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PLUMBING & HEATING ENGINEERS
GAS, OIL, LPG INSTALLATION & SERVICING

49 Queens Road • Brandon • Suffolk IP27 0JN
TEL: 01842 812692

198332Mobile: 0774 8907 598

M E Perry   Trading as
Aerial Services

Digital Aerial Installations • Satellite installations • Digital 
Upgrades • Motorized Satellites Installed • Aerial Repairs 

• Reception Problems Solved • Extra Points • Tuning 
Service

Phone 01842 752028 Mobile 07889755755

HOMEFLAME GASHOMEFLAME GAS
SERVICES LTDSERVICES LTD

••  SERVICING SERVICING •• REPAIRS   REPAIRS  
•• BATHROOMS BATHROOMS

With Over 35 Years Experience 
We Are The Local Company You Can Trust

Contact Martin: 07879 698271
homeflamegasservices.co.ukhomeflamegasservices.co.uk

18273

FREE HOME VISIT & ESTIMATE

Bathrooms & Shower Rooms
Full Kitchen Installations

Electrical Installations
Plastering • Tiling

Consumer Unit Changes
Building Works • Plumbing Repairs 

Property Maintenance
20 Years Experience • Family Business

Tel: 01842 879239
Mob: 07952 589757 

FREE HOME VISIT & ESTIMATE

Luxury Kitchens and Bathrooms at 
surprisingly affordable prices. 

Disabled Bathrooms also undertaken.

THE GAS COMPANY Incorporating

FOREST LUXURY KITCHENS
AND BATHROOMS 

CALL MARK – OFFICE: 01842 813919
MOBILE: 07931 375908

EMAIL: forestluxurykitchens.mark@mail.com 
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St Edmundsbury Masonic Centre
23 Eastern Way, Bury St Edmunds, 

IP32 7AB

Saturday 
19 November 2022

7pm–midnight

Tickets £40
Includes a two course meal

Available online at
www.stnicholashospice.org.uk/elvis
All proceeds go to St Nicholas Hospice Care

For more information please contact:
John Maxim: 
07876 656070
johnmaxim@hotmail.co.uk

St Nics does Elvis 
and Neil Diamond!

Miranda McCoy: 
01284 715567
miranda.mccoy@stnh.org.uk
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• Sales • Lettings • Property Management •
www.chilterns.co

As the leaves
turn...

...it's time to instruct your local
award winning estate agent - join

our success today!


