
Reception Medium Term Plan—Autumn 2—Frozen Worlds 
Wednesday 3rd November 2021— Friday 17th December 2021 

Week 1—Polar Bear, Polar Bear— w/c 3rd November 

Literacy 

· Make binoculars to 
find animals from the 
story 

· Read Polar Bear, Po-
lar Bear and create 
story map 

· North Pole habitat– 
Exploring Ice 

Phonics 

Oa, oo, ar, or, ur 

Maths 

· Circles and triangles  

· 2D/3D shape 

· Spatial awareness 

 

 

 

Continuous Provision 

Phonics:  glitter trays, writing with paintbrush sounds 

Maths: recap numbers 1-5 subitise  

Literacy:  animal hunt, tick sheet 

Sand/Water:  sorting animals by habitats 

Construction: build a polar bear cave 

ICT:  Ipad photos of the animals from story 

Small World: north pole scene 

Art/D.T.: Card tubes and glitter paint 

Role Play: Bonfire tuff tray/bucket of sand/fireworks 

Understanding of the World:  

Fine Motor: write with ice over chalk 

Physical:  Balancing  

Curiosity Cube: North Pole Scene 

PE 

GetSet4PE 

Dance Unit 1 

RE 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity 

plays? 

Forest 

Go over  

Forest rules 

Poem of the Week 

My Many Coloured 
Days 

 

Music 

Charanga—  My Stories 

Song of the Week 

Ten green bottles 

PSHE 
 

Family and Friends  

My Emotions 

Week 2—Polar Bear, Polar Bear— w/c 8th November 

Literacy 

· Innovate the story, 
change the polar bear 
character 

· Draw their new animal 

· Retell their new stories  

Phonics 

· Ow, oi, ear, air, ure 

Maths 

· Number four 

· Number five 

· One more 

 

Continuous Provision 

Phonics:  writing in shaving foam with ice 

Maths: counting and ordering to 10 

Literacy:  story maps 

Sand/Water:  ice cube in the sand 

Construction:  Polar bear den  

ICT:  large interactive white board—create a scene 

Small World:  north and south pole animal sorting 

Art/D.T.:  Polar bear with cotton wool 

Role Play: coats and wellies, bonfire night 

Understanding of the World: texture tray 

Fine Motor: phonics sounds with cotton buds and paint 

Physical:  running and stopping 

Curiosity Cube: polar bear and magic snow 

PE 

GetSet4PE 

Dance Unit 1 

RE 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity 

plays? 

Forest 

Clay animals 

 

Poem of the Week 

My Many Coloured 
Days 

Music 

Charanga— My Stories 

Song of the Week—ten in 
the bed 

PSHE 
 

Family and Friends  

My Emotions 

Week 3—Penguins Big Adventure— w/c  15th No-

Literacy 

· Letter from penguin 
wanting to explore 

· Read story and create 
story maps 

· Difference between 
North and South Pole 

Phonics 

· Er, s, a ,t, p 

 

Maths 

· One less 

· Challenge one more one 
less 

· Shapes with four sides 

Continuous Provision 

Phonics: match the sound with the words 

Maths: which group has more snowflakes 

Literacy:  hot seating retelling stories  

Sand/Water: make a flag and put it in the sand 

Construction: tallest block tower 

ICT: bee bots get to the penguin 

Small World: difference between penguins and other birds 

Art/D.T.: shape penguins 

Role Play: cleaning, sweeping, washing up 

Understanding of the World: where do penguins live? 

Fine Motor: gel bags 

Physical: move like a…… and change direction 

Curiosity Cube: Penguins 

PE 

GetSet4PE 

Dance Unit 1 

RE 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity 

plays? 

Forest 

Forest flags 

Poem of the Week 

My Many Coloured 
Days 

Music 

Charanga— My Stories 

Song of the Week— Head 
shoulders knees and toes 

 

PSHE 

Family and Friends  

My Emotions 

Week 4—Penguins Big Adventure— w/c 22nd No-

Literacy 

· Coloured ice balls—
Northern lights 

· New Character and 
what they would do 

· Draw new story map 

Phonics 

 

·  I, n, m, d 

Maths 

· Shapes with four sides 

· Night and Day 

· Night and Day 

 

Continuous Provision 

Phonics:  gel bags, write in sounds 

Maths: printing shapes with four sides 

Literacy: create a map 

Sand/Water: dig for treasure 

Construction: build a home for a penguin 

ICT: take a photo on a journey 

Small World: Arctic Scene 

Art/D.T.: white glitter, glue and white paint 

Role Play: winter, hat, gloves etc 

Understanding of the World: penguins and polar bears 

Fine Motor: threading  

Physical: jumping and landing safely 

Curiosity Cube: multi-coloured napkins—northern lights 

PE 

GetSet4PE 

Dance Unit 1 

RE 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity 

plays? 

Forest 

Free exploring 

Poem of the Week 

Little Robin Red 
Breast  

Music 

Charanga—My Stories 

Song of the Week –If you’re 
happy and you know it 

 

PSHE 
Family and Friends  

My Emotions 

 



Reception Medium Term Plan—Autumn 2—Poles Apart 
Wednesday 3rd November 2021— Friday 17th December 2021 

Week 5—Non-Fiction— w/c 29th November 2021 

Literacy 

Phonics 

· Arctic animals can—non
-fiction story map. 

· Arctic animals have—
non-fiction story map. 

· Arctic animals are—non-
fiction story map. 

Phonics 

· g, o, c, k  

Maths 

· Consolidation of 2D and 
3D shapes 

· Consolidation of 2D and 
3D shapes 

· Consolidation of 2D and 
3D shapes 

Continuous Provision 

Phonics: writing in sand/paper and pencils 

Maths: sorting 2D and 3D shapes 

Literacy: Sorting what arctic animals can, have and are 

Sand/Water: ice and water with glitter scene 

Construction: count the blocks for the animals home 

ICT: record retelling a story 

Small World: where do I belong? 

Art/D.T.: shaving foam and glue, arctic pictures 

Role Play: Preparing for Christmas  

Understanding of the World: How do we celebrate Christmas? 

Fine Motor: cut along the lines 

Physical:  hopping and landing with control 

Curiosity Cube: Arctic animals 

PE 

GetSet4PE 

Dance Unit 1 

RE 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity 

plays? 

Forest 

Animal tick sheet, 
magnifying glasses 

Poem of the Week 

Poetry by Evelyn 
Bayer 

Music 

Charanga— My Stories 

Song of the Week—
Rudolph the red nose 

reindeer 

PSHE 
Family and Friends  

My Emotions 

Week 6 -Winter— w/c 6th December 2021 

Literacy 

· Write a letter to Santa/
Santa’s journey story 
map 

· Christmas Cards 

· Snow globes 

 

Thursday 9th Nativity  

Phonics 

· Ck, e, h, b, f 

Maths 

 

· Consolidation of numbers 
1-5 

· Consolidation of numbers 
1-5 

· Consolidation of numbers 
1-5 

Continuous Provision 

Phonics: washing lines and words 

Maths: simple number sentences using objects 

Literacy:  

Sand/Water:  

Construction:  

ICT: top marks interactive winter game 

Small World:  

Art/D.T.:  

Role Play: Christmas tree 

Understanding of the World: seasons  

Fine Motor: cutting out paper snowflakes 

Physical: travelling  

Curiosity Cube: snowflakes 

PE 

GetSet4PE 

Dance Unit 1 

RE 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity 

plays? 

Forest 

The difference be-
tween winter and 

summer 

Poem of the Week 

Christmas 

Music 

Charanga— My Stories 

Song of the Week– We wish 
you a merry Christmas 

 

PSHE 

Family and Friends  

My Emotions 

Week 7—Christmas— w/c 13th December 

Literacy 

· Make a decoration 

· Describe the decoration 

· Christmas crackers 

Tuesday 14th Reception Party  

Wednesday 15th—Artist Day/
Christmas Dinner 

Thursday 16th—Father Christmas 
visit/virtual pantomime  

Phonics 

· L, ss, j, v, w 

Maths 

 

· Consolidation of numbers 
1-5 

· Consolidation of numbers 
1-5 

· Consolidation of numbers 
1-5 

Continuous Provision 

Phonics: sort the sound into single, digraph and digraph sounds 

Maths: what is 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5? 

Literacy: recalling previously learned story—story maps 

Sand/Water:  find the bauble and read the word 

Construction: create a manger using the crates 

ICT: draw your own tree 

Small World: Christmas scene with people 

Art/D.T.: Make a decoration 

Role Play: Christmas Day 

Understanding of the World: How do others celebrate Christmas? 

Fine Motor: thread your own bauble  

Physical:  Obstacle course 

Curiosity Cube: mini Christmas tree 

PE 

GetSet4PE 

Dance Unit 1 

RE 

Why do Christians 
perform nativity 

plays? 

Forest 

Snowmen with 
natural resources  

 

Poem of the Week 

Father Christmas got 
stuck down the chim-

ney 

Music 

Charanga— My Stories 

Song of the Week– Jingle 
Bells  

 

PSHE 
 Family and Friends  

My Emotions 


